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“ We must incorporate 
sustainable principles into the 
design and planning of SEZs 
to protect the environment 
and conserve our natural 
resources. Sustainable 
economic development is not 
merely an aspiration but an 
imperative ”  

H.E Ambassador Albert Muchanga
Commissioner for Trade and Industry,
African Union Commission
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“ It is a pivotal moment to 
promote a shared vision and 
clear and implementable 
roadmap through SEZs as a 
catalyst for a prosperous,
equitable, and resilient Africa, 
in alignment with Agenda 
2063: The Africa We Want. ”  

H.E. Nardos Bekele-Thomas
CEO, AUDA-NEPAD
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“ UNCTAD considers Special 
Economic Zones in Africa as 
an important tool for 
investment facilitation 
contributing to economic 
growth, industrial 
diversification, and regional 
integration(..) For the 
upcoming years, there is true 
opportunity for development 
in African SEZs, namely in 
terms of SDG Model Zones, 
with high levels of ESG 
performance and attracting 
sustainable investments. ”

Richard Bolwijn 
Director, Investment Research
Branch, UNCTAD
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